
THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

October 23, 1969

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

INFORMATION
FROM:	 Henry A. Kissinger

SUBJECT: One Added Item for Your Farewell Talk with the Shah-
10:45 a. m. , Thursday, October 23

In addition to other loose ends you may wish to tie up during the Shah's
farewell call, there is one item I have not previously mentioned which
might warrant a word.

I am now in the process of staffing out a broad recommendation from
John Mitchell and Elliot Richardson on an international effort to bring
heroin traffic under control. One of their lesser suggestions is that
you say a word to the Shah about this, and I think that makes sense.

The problem is that Iran after a ten-year hiatus has this year resumed
production of the opium poppy, the product of which can be converted
into morphine base and then into heroin. We urged Iran not to do this,
but the Iranians say it can stop only if Turkey and Afghanistan stop.
We are already working with Turkey, but Afghanistan is still a problem.

The points you might make are simply that:

--Heroin is a major problem for some of our citizens. Some
three tons a year are used here.

--You are trying hard to bring this under control.

--You hope the Shah will lend his support to our efforts inter
nationally to curb sources of supply. You will raise this with
Turkish Prime Minister Demirel.
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